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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT,  1898. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  STROUD  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gkntlemkn, 

For  the  25th  time  I  beg  to  hand  in  my  Annual  Report  in  compliance  with  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  to  the  sickness  and  mortality,  with  the  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done 
during  the  past  year.  The  routine  work  has  been  carried  out  as  u.sual,  a  general  Inspection  of 
^Yater  Supplies,  Drainage,  and  abatement  of  any  causes  considered  to  be  injurious  to  health. 

There  has  not  been  any  Fpidemic  of  tiotifiable  Infectious  Disease,  but  there  were  44  Infectious 
Cases  which  were  certified,  and  -'I  deaths  i-ecorded.  .Most  of  them  were  visited  bv  me,  and  I 
brought  them  under  the  notice  of  the  Inspector  as  recpiired,  who  carried  out  the  duties  of  dis¬ 
infection,  &c. 

My  attention  was  called  to  Nurses  about  to  attend  confinements  after  attending  cases  of 
Erysipelas,  and  I  at  once  took  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  them  acting  in  that  capacity.  There 
is,  however,  a  great  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Public  as  to  the  risk  and  great  danger  of 
Nurses  undertaking  Midwifery  after  such  cases. 

Two  prosecutions  took  place  dui'ing  the  year.  One  for  exposure  while  in  an  infectious  state 
arising  from  Scarlet  Fever,  (one  of  six  children  not  notified).  The  other  for  having  premises  in  a 
state  injurious  to  health,  arising  from  defective  drains,  vault,  Ac.  In  both  cases  I  gaA'c  evidence, 
and  convictions  resulted. 

The  quality  of  the  Water  Supply  to  the  Toavd  has  been  good,  and  considering  the  season 
just  past,  the  supply  was  fairly  good  under  the  circumstances.  Some  of  the  houses  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  Town  depend  on  Well  Water  of  a  doubtful  quality,  the  supply  at  times  was  very 
limited. 


The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  reported  upon  where  circumstances 
required  it. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  Population  estimated  for  increase  is  about  10,326. 

During  the  year  205  Births  were  registered — 102  Males  and  103  P^emales,  a  rate  of  19‘8  per 
1000  living. 

126  Deaths  were  recorded — 63  Males,  and  63  Females,  including  2  Males  and  5  Females  in 
the  AVorkhouse,  and  3  .Males,  and  9  Females  in  the  Hospital.  A  rate  of  12-2  per  1,000 


6  Deaths  took  place  in  the  District  of  Persons  mt  helonqing  to  it,  including  4  in  the  Hospital, 
reducing  the  actual  Deaths  belonging  to  this  District  to  120,  the  number  on  which  the  corrected 
rate  is  calculated  of  11 '6  per  1,000. 

For  1897  the  Birth  and  Death  Bates  wore  23  and  14-2  per  1,000  respectively. 


For  the  quarters  of  the  year  the  rates  have  been  as  follows,  \nz ; 


1st.  quarter 
2nd  „ 

3rd  „ 

4  th 


Per  1000 
Population 

19 '5  Births. 
18-32  „ 
18-24  „ 

13-9  „ 


Per  1000 
Population 

13-6  Deaths. 
15-2  „ 

11-2  „ 

8-4 


Infantile  Mortality. 

30  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  were  recorded,  being  a  rate  of  1-46  per  cent,  of  Births. 


Causes  of  Infant  Mortality. 


1  )iarrhea 
Brain  Disease 
Uncertified 
Enteritis 
Gastric  Catari'li 
Intussusception 


1 


o 

1 

1 


Bi'onchitis 

Inanition 

Premature 

Marasmus 

Cellulitis 

Convulsions 


4 

5 
4 
3 

1 

o 


Total  30, 

One  of  the  above  died  in  the  Hospital.  A  premature  Birth  resulting  from  shock. 


The  table  below  gives  the  the  averages  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  Infant  and  Zymotic 
.Moi'tality  for  the  past  quinquennial  periods,  per  1,000  of  jxipulation. 


Averages  of 

1875  to  end  1879. 

Births. 

32-3 

Deaths. 

21-.^ 

Infant  Deaths 

15-7 

Zymotic 

8-2 

1880  to  end  1884. 

32-3 

19-6 

15-2 

9-5 

1885  to  end  1889. 

27-4 

15-4 

US¬ 

7-5 

1890  to  end  1894. 

24-4 

16.0 

DS -9 

11-4 

For  the  past  four  years  1895  to  end  1198 

21-9  13.4  13-8  1-9 

The  year  1874  is  not  included  as  the  returns  at  that  time  were  not  reliable. 


45  Persons  died  upwards  of  60  years  of  age.  A  Rate  of  35.7  per  cent  of  Deaths,  viz  : — 


Between  60  and  70 

17 

» 

70  „  80 

20 

80  „  90 

7 

90  „  100 

1 

Total 

45 

which  includes  4  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  and  4  in 

the  Hospital. 

54  Deaths  were  registered  from  : — 

No. 

Rate  per  1000  living. 

Phthisis 

6 

•58 

Bronchitis  . . 

15 

1-4 

Heart  Disease 

19 

1-8 

Cancer 

.  12 

...  M 

Influenza 

2 

•19 

The  various  forms  of- Tuberculosis  of  which  Phthisis 

or  Consumption  is  a  prominent  form,  are 

now  much  in  evidence  as  diseases  to  be  prevented  by  having  pure  air,  wholesome  food,  especially 
of  Meat  and  Milk,  with  attention  to  general  sanitation  and  cleanliness,  which  are  among  the 
principal  things  to  be  observed  for  the  preservation  of  health  and  prevention  of  disease. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

4  Uncertified  Deaths  were  registered,  a  rate  of  3 '6  per  cent  of  the  total  Deaths  not  requiring 
special  mention  except  one  which  was  a  probable  Bronchitis.  A  Child  aged  3  days  and  another  a 
probable  Asthma  and  Bronchitis,  indicating  that  these  had  no  .Medieal  Attendant. 

Inquests. 

8  Inquests  were  held,  including  4  Suicides  and  one  Accident  to  a  child. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

44  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  -were  reported,  atid  I  may  here  mention  that  there  is  a  general 
disregard  on  the  part  of  the  Public  to  tlie  printed  instructions  supplied  in  every  case  as  to  notifying 
as  directed  under  the  dual  Notification  Act. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


List  of  Infectious  Diseases  registered,  viz 

•  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

Diptheria 

7 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

21 

0 

Typhoid 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  12 

0 

a  rate  of  2-38  per  cent  of  total  deaths,  and  -29  of  population. 

Diptheria. 

7  Cases  were  reported  and  2  Deaths.  I  visited  the  cases  and  believe  they  originated  chiefly 
1)V  neglect  of  Sanitation.  Others  of  doubtful  origin.  In  one  case  there  was  distinct  peeling  of 
the  Skin  and  a  sore  throat  during  convalescence.  One  School  was  closed. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

TAventy-one  cases,  including  four  in  the  Workhouse,  which  assumed  generally  a  mild  form, 
in  fact  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  cases  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Parents  by  reason  of 
their  not  suspecting  the  nature  of  the  indisposition  and  the  symptoms  being  so  very  slight. 

I  examined  the  children  in  one  School,  many  whom  had  had  sore  throats,  for  some  days,  and 
no  appearance  of  any  rash,  glandular  swellings,  peeling  of  the  skin,  or  other  signs  were  noticeable, 
except  one  which  was  of  a  very  suspicious  chearactei'.  It  was  from  this  School  that  one  child 
attending  had  an  attack,  therefore  I  advised  closing  the  School  for  a  few  days  in  case  any  further 
development  took  place. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

One  case  onl}?^  was  certified  of  a  very  mild  form. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever. 

Three  cases,  in  two  of  these  the  premises  were  in  an  unsanitary  state  as  to  drains  and  water. 
One  Death  occurcd  in  the  AVorkhouso  of  a  Man  who  constantly  slept  out  in  Sheds,  in  the  rain  ;  or 
in  other  damp  places  where  he  probal)Iy  contracted  the  Disease  which  developed  after  his 
admission  to  the  AA’orkhouse. 


Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  resulting  from  AA'hooping  Cough  1.  Diarrhea  1,  aged  5  months. 
.Mumps  were  also  prevalent  amongst  Children. 

The  Hospital  for  reception  of  Small  Pox  cases  was  visited  sevei'al  times  and  found  in  order 
and  can  be  made  ready  for  reception  of  cases  in  a  very  short  time. 

Annexed  arc  the  Taffies  A  and  B  completed  as  required  bj-^  the  Local  Government  Board 
giving  details  of  the  sickness  and  mortality. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Cases  from  the  Medical  Officer’s  Health  Journal. 

A'isit,  and  Inspection  Uplands  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  „  Travelling  Van  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Ditto,  (LTnion  Street)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Attended  Hospital  Board,  re  Site  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Afisit,  Bo.se  Bank  Cottages,  certified  them  as  unfit  for  habitation  (A])ril)  2 


A’ifjit,  several  Piggeries  in  a  state  injurious  to  health  ...  ...  ...  2 

Afisit,  Knacker’s  Yaixl  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

A’^isit,  Lodging  Mouses  as  to  Drainage  Ac.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Attended  Joint  Drainage  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Attended  Sanitaiy  Committees  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

A'isits  and  Inspection  of  vSewage  Work.s,  -May,  September  and  November  .’5 
A'isit,  re  Drainage,  Cainscross  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Afisit,  Inspected  Children,  Scarlet  Fever,  (6  Children  in  one  house 

not  notified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  1 

Afisits,  Reported  Case  of  Exposure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Attended  IMagistrates  Court  and  giving  evidence  ...  ...  ...  1 

A'isits  to  premises  in  a  state  injurious  to  health  ...  ...  ...  2 

Attended  Magistrates  Courts  and  gaAe  evidence  ...  ...  ...  1 

ATsits,  Nurses  Avho  had  attended  Puerperal  Cases  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Special  Reports,  re  Sewage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  Reports,  re  Summer  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  Reports,  re  Daisy  Bank...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  Reports  to  see  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificate  re  Formidable  hoys ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers’  Shops  ...  .  ...  .  ...  Several 

Dairies  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Attended  Council  Meetings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Mr.  Wm.  Cowlc  of  Park  House,  has  again  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  rainfall  for  18S)8, 
taken  at  his  Residonce  270  feet  above  sea  level. 


January 

0  34  Inches 

July 

0'76  Inches. 

February 

1.37 

August 

2.73  „ 

March 

0-51 

n 

September 

0-97  „ 

April 

2-33 

n 

October 

4-57  „ 

^ia,y . 

3T3 

n 

November... 

2-94  „ 

J  une  ... 

0-98 

December  ... 

3-60  „ 

2413 


28  January,  1899. 


I  remain  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PARTRIDGE,  M.O.H. 


Gko.  H.  .Tajiks  &  Co.,  liTD.,  Stuoud  1’kkss. 


6 


(A)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Stroud  Urban  District 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  all  causes 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes, 

DISTINGUISHING 

AT 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Deaths  of 

Children 

UNDER 

5  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

Names  of  LocAiiTiES. 

At  all  ages. 

i  Under  j 

1  year.  1 

1  and  under 
;  5  years. 

5  and  under  j 
15  years. 

15  and  under 

1  25  years. 

j  25  and  under 
(15  years. 

65  and 
upwards. 

1 

Diphtheria. 

Cancer. 

Entetic  or 

1  Typhoid. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery. 

Phthisis. 

1 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy. 

Heart 

Disease. 

1 

j  Influenza. 

Injuries. 

All  other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Under  5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

24 

31 

STKOUD  . . 

9.S 

25 

6 

5  5 

27 

25 

5  upwards 

1 

7 

6 

6 

12 

1 

3 

26 

62 

Under  5 

2 

2 

4 

UPLANDS 

14 

4 

5 

5 

5  upwards 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Under  5 

WORKHOUSE  . . 

7 

3 

4 

— 

5  upwards 

1 

1 

2 

2  ' 

1 

7 

----- 

r 

Under  5 

1 

1 

HOSPITAL 

12 

1 

3 

6 

2 

5  upwards 

2 

1 

1 

7 

11 

LT 

Under  5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

27 

36 

Totaj.s 

126 

30 

6 

5  « 

41 

S6 

5  upwards 

1 

12 

1 

6 

10 

19 

2 

4 

35 

90 

Deaths  occurring 
within  the  District 

Under  5 

among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto. 

6 

2 

4 

5  upwards 

1 

2 

1 

2 
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(B)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF 
INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Stroud  Urban  District;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities. 

Population  at 
all  Ages. 

^  Registered 

Births. 

Aged  under  5 
or  over  5. 

1 

1 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality, 

COMING  to  the  knowledge  OF  THE  MeDICAL 

1 .  Officer  of  Health. 

! 

Last  j 

Census.  i 

Estimated  to  ' 
middle  of  , 
1898.  j 

Scarlatina. 

Diptheria. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

!  Puerperal. 

1 

1 

1 

j 

Erysipelas 

< 

s 

H 

STROUD 

170 

Under  5 

2  upwards 

17 

7 

2 

1 

11 

24 

14 

UPLANDS  . . 

35 

Under  5 

5  upwasds 

1 

1 

WORKHOUSE 

Under  5 

,5  upwards 

4 

1 

5 

Total 

205 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

21 

7 

3 

1 

12 

44 

